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The holidays were marred by a sharp increAase
in Communist attacks, particularly in the
delta, but no serious efforts were made to
capture populated areas or cut major high-
ways. General Giap has dropped out of

sight in Hanoi. He even missed army day.

LAO S L] L] . L[] e * [ ] * L[] * L] L] L] L] L] L ] - L] L] L] L] L] 3
The Soviet ambassador hints that the
Pathet Lao may be ready for negotia-
tions on a new coalition government.
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Friction between the Vietnamese and the

Khmer Communists in southwestern Caabodia 25X1
continues.
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A High Point for the Holidaye

. The Communists sharply increased their ground
attacks and shellings fcr about.three days last week.
Most of the actions occurred in the delta; military

' activity there reached the highest level since the
Paris accord was sligned last January. Government
outposts in Chuong Thien and DPinh Tuong provinces
were the hardest hit. Scores of small villages were
shelled, and government rice collection efforts came
under renewed pressure. Sporadic clashes were also
reported in the region around Saigon,

The high point clearly was timed to ¢oincide
with important Communist holidays-~-the anniversaries
of the Natlonal Liberation Front and the North Viet-
nanese Army--and, perhaps, with the Kissinger-Tho
session in Paris. None of the actions reported so
faxr, however, was a serious attempt to capture a
population center or cut a major roadway.

The government has made little progress in its
effort to retake the border camps lost to the Commu-
nists last month. Bad weather and high winds are
limiting the air campaign against North Vietnamese
defenses at Bu Prang and Bu Bong, and South Vietnam-
ese reconnaissance units report that the Communists
nre solidly entrenched at the camps. As a result,
tlkie South Vietnamese 23rd Division commander is cau-
tiously moving his troops on the ground,. | | 25X1

25X1

December 27, 1973

25X1

Approved For Release 2008/02/08 : CIA-RDP85T00875R001100010081-6



Approved For Release 2008/02/08 : CIA-RDP85T00875R001100010081-6 25X 1

25X1

Ganeral Giap Misses Anothenr
Major Turnout

Defense Minister Giap, who over the years has
appeared regularly at public functions, last week
did not attend the ceremonies marking the 29th an-
niversary of the founding of the North Vietnamese
Army. Except for a few occasions in September and
October, Glap has made no public appearances in
Hanoi since last July, although he is still the
addressee for ceremonial messages from other Com-
munist countries. There are some reports that he
has been in poor health for the last six months,
and it is also pogsible that he is in political
trouble. Other|  |claim he has been travel- 25X1

o5x1 ing abrcad as well as in North and South Vietnam.
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A Ray of Hope?

. The Joint Central Commission to Implement the
Cease-fire Agreement has met six times in plenary ses-
sion since it was formally convened on November 23,

' but only minor procedural and administrative matters
have been resolved. Moreover, the friendly and busi=-
nesslike atmosphere that originally characterized
these meetings has been clouded by an outbreak of
minor, but annoying, cease~fire violations. The
Pathet Lao have insisted that negotiations on forma-
tion of the new coalition government cannot begin
until tlie commission has dealt with the neutraliza-
tion of Vientiane and Luang Prabang.

Despite the apparent logjam, there are some en-
couraging signs that movement toward a rew coalition
may soon get out of low gear. Prime Minister Souvannais
maintaining regular correspondencewith his Communist
half-brother Prince Souphanouvong, and also appears
to be accelerating behind-the-scenes efforts to mar-
shal diplomatic support for rapid firmation of the
new government. These efforts may be beariag fruit.
Soviet Ambassador Vdovine recently reaffirmed to the
US charge in Vientiane that Moscow "unequivocally"
supported rapid implementation of the Lao agreements.
The ambassador added that he intended to pursue a
more active role in the negotiations. Vdovine, who
appeared sympathetic to the view that the Pathet Lao
were guilty of stonewalling on the political front,
said he plans to visit San Neua "early in the new
year" to obtain a first-h::.d evaluation of what can
be done to expedite setting up the new government.

Of more immediate significance, the Soviet am-
bagsador claimed that he had been told by Soth Phetrasy,
head of the Pathet Lao delegation to the joint com-
mission, that Sam Neua had already decidesd to soften
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its negctiating tactics in the near future by offering

‘ to discuss simultaneously neutralization of the twin

L capitals and formation of the coalition government.
soth recently returned to Vientiane after consulta-
;tions !n Hanoi and Sam Neua. If he is indeed armed
with these new marching orders, prospects for early
establishment of a coalition government will be con-
siderably improved.
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Bad Blood Lzugera on in South-
Western Cambodia

. Relations between Khmer and Vietnamese Communists
in Kampot and Takeo provintes reached a nadir this
summer when the two sides engaged in relatively large-

' scale fighting. A truce worked out by high-level
authorities in mid-August ended the worst of the
flighting, but the area along the southern border re-
mains the scene of a good many skirmishes betwer.a the
rank and file of the two sides.

Although the August agreement provid=d for a
formal delineation of zones of administiative control,
both sides have chosen to ignore these terms. Instead,
each has attempted to expand its control over terri-
tory, population, and economic resources. Local Khmer
Communist units have been staging small-scale harassing
attacks against Vietnamese units in an effort to push
them across the ill~-defined border into South Vietnam
Vietnamese troops| | 25X1
| ‘have been ambushing Khmer Commu-
nist troops. Nevertheless, casualties have keen
relatively 1light.
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